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2 the important 'Doftrines of three equal Perſons 
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4 wall z —Bampton, Bovey Tracey, Collumptod, Exeter, Kings- 
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> - Devonſhire ;—Lovughwood, Lvaie, and Winbvurne, in Dor/ee- 
* — in Hangſire;— Bradford Bratton, Caluc, 
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race be to you, and. Peace, from God the Father, wad from 
- Jeſus Chriſt our Tord. "L 
—  Hihoved and beloved BHM ,, ' 
$ we have been; your meſſengers: t:the L. ond und bie 
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We have through a kind Providence heen brought 

ther in ed ig oy appointed Tee ani r 
obtained help of God, we continue to this day. May the 
ſertiments of gr. titude fill every heart, and the lan zu. ge of gra- 
titude employ every tongue, (viz.) I am unſpeakabl, obliged, 
what returns mall! make ? Let every thing that khath bre 


praiſe the Lord! 


We have again been favoured with one of the greateſt 

rivileges out of heaven; that of having, as we truſt, holy 
intercourſe with the Lord, Having him to ſpeak to us, by 
his word, and ſpirit ; and ourſelves permitted to ſpeak to 
him, in prayer, and praiſe, Lord how delightful 'tis to ſee, 
a whole affemabl worlhip thee; at once they ſing at once 
they pray, they — of heaven and learn the way. 


We have received, and as we hope in ſome meaſure felt, 
your aff-Qionate Letters, addreſſed to us; containing your 
checkered experience in paſt time, and your mingled hope 
and fears as to time to come. Your tribulations from the 
world, and your peace from Chriſt.” The Chriſtian pilgrim 
in his way to mount Zion above, muſt expect to travel 
through vales of tears, as well as on the delectable mountains 
of holy joy—We thank you for your prayers, and we hope 
they hade been anſwered in our religious enjoyments. 


Some of your Letters inform us of conſiderable additions 
this year; and others ſpeak of removals without additions, 
We hope that thoſe churches to which additions have been 
made, will acknowledge with thankfulneſs the power and 
benefit of divine influences, in the converſion of loſt finners 


nived at, as the Achan in the camp, which bath provoked 
2 * : the 


HY VV „ WW op 


oe 0 


= » Us pou (= © We 


oO 4s 6 w <- Wwe 


© a7 


the Lord to withold his bleſſing. If upon examination theſe 
errors in doctrine or practice are diſcovered, reformation 
ſhould be reſolved on; and a revival of all negleQed reli 
gion earneſtly requeſted of him, who alone can ſucceed his 
own” appointments, . When the Lord hideth his face ws 
ought to be troubled, bi 204 


Where churches and miniſters are reunited after ſome 
abſence from each other, we recommended a total oblivion 
of the former occaſions of difference; and watchfulneſs a- 
gainſt the returns of thoſe ſources of uneaſineſs. Perſons 
who are going to a world of everlaſting peace and love, 
ſhould take care that. they fall not out by the way,—Peace- 
makers are called the children of God, but peace breakery 
may be called the children of the wicked one, 


The Lord, in whoſe hand is our breath, has this year re- 
moved various. uſeful perſons from our churches by death, 
a valuable yoke-fellow of our dear b other, 

ith whoſe church we are now affembled. He gave them 
to us, and he had an undoubted right to take them awa 
from us. And while we lament the churches loſs in their 
temovals, we wiſh to think with pleafure of the happy ex- 
hange which our deceaſed” chriftian friends have made, in 
leaving this world of fin and ſorrow, for another of holineſs 
and joy; for as is faid in a recent publication, 'of departed 
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Such are not loſt, but gone before, 
Where fin and ſorrow ate no more.” . , 
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May we be followers of them, who through faith and pay 
tience, are gone to inherit the promiſes ; and may Zion's 
King prepare and incline; others honourably to fill up their 
Vacant feats. in his church! | Y _ J. ; 


Some others have been removed from the churches by 
excommunication ; who, having ceaſed to watch and pray 
agamſt temptation, have learnt by painful experience the 
truth of Mr. Gurnal's' obſervation, that © Satan lets down 
ſinners,” to the loweſt depths of ſin; by winding ſtairs; 
whereby they can ſee but the nent ſließ! whereas; were they 
to 'fe& from top te the bottom at once, he' fears, they 
might be ' frightened hack fim deſcending the hot tid gulph 
with ” 193321 149 15 Ver ende | 
doo I; i Hus You? th 3g! Wu ni n 1 Lag 
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O how much better were it,” ſays one, for a man m 


* himſelf to ſhame at the bar of his own conſcience, and 


luſh in his cloſet, before the all-ſeeing God; than negle& 

this duty, till ſome bold temptation, coinciding with — 

wi 5 paſſion, puts him to ſhame before 
e world!” | = 


% When Peter thought thereon he wept, 
Smote by that eye that looks on me, 
That looks on all.” — 


May the compalſionate Saviour of the chief of 8 
turn and look repentance into theſe unhappy perſons; an 
then ſay to each of them Neither do I condemn thee, go 
and fin no more.” > bu fot gd 96 


In our letter to you this year, we can inform you of no 
divine truth, or chriſtian duty, than what our paſt letters 
contain; nor can we. urge your regard to the truth or duty 
by any better motives, than what have been often mentioned 


in our former addreſſes to you. In our laſt year's letter you 


were reminded of your ſolemn and roy profeſſion of 
faith in the Redeemer, the principles you have embraced 
N the privileges you enjoy as Chriſtians, and ag 

eftant Difſenters ; and your SEES obligations to an 
holy and exemplary praftice,—And we earneſtly recommend 
to you an attentive peruſal of that leiter, again, as what in 
our opinion, contains ideas of the greateſt importance, both 
as to religious ſentiments” and practice. Though we would 
have it always remembered, that 'tis the written word of 
God alone that is in religion the unerring rule of faith and 
practice; nor would we wiſh you to regard any thing we 
write or ſay any farther that you believe it to agree with di- 
vine revelation. Perhaps you ſeldom fee on your Tables, at 
Mealtime, any ſort of Food, but what you have ſeen there 
before ; and yet this neither leſſens your pleaſure at the fight 
of it, nor your nouriſhment from it after 2 have partook 
of it, If it is ſuch kind of food as the God of Providence 
hath appointed and made proper for adminiſtring, nouriſh- 
ment to Man, and you come to your tables with hungry 
appetities, tho” you may have made many a meal on the ſame. 
kind of food, yet you again fit, dawn to eat with renewed 
delight and benefit. So, though our letters have no new 


matter or motives in them, . 
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"of grace hath provided for the food of the ſoul ; and 
come to fit down to read them with hungrings after the Va; 
of life, perhaps the repaſt may be as pleaſing and-nouriſhing 
as if ſome new diſh could be ſet before you. The old ſaying 
is © Hunger is the beſt ſauce,” for to the hungry man every 
bitter thing is ſweet, While you read this letter, or any 
other writing, or are hearing any diſcourſe, endeavour to 
imitate the celebrated Mrs. Row, who ſaid once, when goin 
to hear a preacher whoſe ſentiments did not exactly —. 

with her own, „I will now endeavour to do as the fowls at 
the barn door ; pick up the corn and leave the ſtraw.” A wiſe 
reſolution I Some perſons, when hearing ſermons, or read- 
ing books, pick up the ſtraw, and leave the corn ; but ſuch 

rſons, ſpend their money for that which is not bread, and 
their labour for that which ſa tis fieth not. 


Perſons, before they ſit down to eat, except it be at the 
table of an Athieſt, crave a divine bleſſing on their ſood; ſo 
| before you read this, or any other writing, on religious ſub- 
jets, you ſhould aſk a divine bleſſing on it, that you may 
afreſh reliſh old ſcripture truths, and find them to be the 
joy and rejoicing of your hearts, 


A ſalvation ſuitable, adequate, and endleſs; as contrived, 
carried. on, and compleated, by the ſovereign, boundleſs, and 
inexhauſtible grace of God in Chriſt, for the chief of ſinners, 
is uncloying food to 10 ſtarving ſouls; and they who 
hunger and thirſt for it ſhall be filled. This is food which is 
fit for immediate uſe, and free to every coming gueſt. Come, 
tor all things are now ready. It was a ſaving of the late ex- 
cellent Mr. Hervey, © Let no day paſs without writing a 
4 line, and let no line be written without ſaying ſomething 
« of Chriſt.” | 
A ſermon, without Chriſt, to a diſtreſſed finner ; is like an 
empty table, to an hungry man : diſappointing. and provok- 


ing. And on the other hand, a ſermon, full of Chriſt, to a 


ſelf-righteous Phariſce ; is like a well-ſpread table, to a ſick 
man, who becomes the ſicker for the ſight and ſmell of the food. 
Dear Saviour let thy beauties be, 
My ſoul's eternal food, 
And grace command my heart away, 
From all created good, © 
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It is of the utmoſt importance to us, that our chief end or 
deſign, in whatever we do, ſhould be good: for nothing can 
yield us any pleaſure in reflection, but what is undertaken 


with a good intention.—A good man, when dying, once 
| ſaid, «I a a of all my time, except what I have ſpent in 


honouring God, and doing good.” — And lately, a tremblin 
finner, a little before his death, when an attendant offer 


to adjuſt his pillow, exclaimed, 4 Mine is a thorny pillow !” 


And, if we would not fill our dying pillows with thorns ; 


Ve ſhould each one of us often ſay to himſelf, © Am I now 


purſuing the chief end of man?“ Which, as all confeſs, is, 


Jo glorify God and to enjoy him for ever.“ 


To glorify God, as divines ſay, is to exerciſe and expreſs 
a ſenſe of his excellencies. And to enjoy God, is to know 
that God is ours, and to hold communion with him, 


Sad poſſeſſes infinite excellencies, which appear in his 
word and works.—All God's works praiſe him, but in the 
ſalvation of finners by Chriſt, he diſcovers his greateſt glo- 
ries, as Dr, Watts ſays, God in the Perſon of his Son, has 
all his mightieſt works outdone, 


'Tis man's buſineſs to exerciſe in himſelf a ſenſe of thefe di- 
vine excellencies, and to return ſuch emotions of mind ſoward 
God, as are ſuitable to the diſcoveries he makes of himſelf. And 
as man ſhould take notice of God himſelf, ſo he ſhould en- 
deavour, relying on divine aſſiſtance, to ſhow God to others; 
that they alſo might know and worſhip him, 


To enjoy God is, as above, to know that God is ours, is 
that all his perfection, are engaged to make us bleſt, and to 
have communion with him. God in Covenant, in Chriſt, 
gives himſelf to his people to be their God, Heb. viii. 10; 
and they are ſuch, who are enabled- to give themſelves to 
God, and chuſe him as their chief good, Pf. cx. g. Prov. viii. 
17. Lam. iii. 24.— To commune with God, perhaps, is, to 


receive diſcoveries, impreſſions, and gracious communica- 
tions from God; and to contemplate, love, praiſe, ſubmit 


to, obey, truſt, &c. through a Mediator as revealed in his 
word. | 


As finners we have forfeited God's favor, and are expoſ- 
ed to all the awful effects of his diſpleaſure, and as finful or 
depraved, we are averſe to God, and inclined to act contra- 


to him. 
5 Sin 
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Sin is © violation of God's law, which is holy, jult; and 
food. "Tis alfo an oppoſition to the beſt of Beings and our 
ſt friend —And tis a devoting our powers, which God 
ave us, to the vileſt purpoſes; entirely contrary to the end, 
which we noted them, The work of fin, as well as the 
wages of it, is death, i. e, the ablence of pleaſure, and the 
preſence of pain or miſery, 10 | | 


As ſinners we are haters of God, Rom. i. go. Hatred is 
ſuppoſed to be made up of diſeſteem and ill. will; and a ſin- 
ner as ſuch diſeſteems God, and hears ill-will towards 
him. He does not ſo much as like to think of God, Pf. x. 4. 
and this hatred of God would in its tendency for ever keep 
the ſoul from God ; for hatred ſeparates objects, whereas love 
attrafts them. — And this averhon to God, unfits us for his 
ſervice and worſhip, and prompts us to any thing rather than 
to draw nigh to him, 


The word of God alone informs us how our great and 
endleſs miſery, which we deſerve ; 1s prevented, (viz ) ef 
Chriſt's dying for our fins and ſo redeeming us from the curſe 
of the law, and delivering us from wrath to come. And the 
divine word alſo informs us how the ſinful propenſities of our 
nature are checked, and how contrary propenſities are pro- 
duced within us, 2 by the gracious operations of the 
Holy Spirit, in and upon our minds, called, convincing us 
of fin, and helping us to mortify it; by ſhowing us the 
things of Chriſt, and enabling us to believe in him, Gal v.22. 
and by leading us into all neceſſary truth, fo as thereby to 
transform us into the divine image, and ſo making us meet 
for heaven, John xvi. 13—2 Cor. iii. 18, 


Study then, the precious bible where alone ſinful man can 
learn how he may hope to be happy for ever. The holineſs 
of the contents of the bible; the predictions of contingent 
events. the miracles which its inſpired authors wrought ; and 
its holy effects on the human mind; are among the proofs 
of its being a Revelation from Heaven, And as. God hath 
given his word to the world. tis every perſons high duty to 
receive it with gratitude, and to endeavour to find out the 
Lord's meaning in it. And it is oppoſing God, and doing 
men a great injury, to keep the bible from common uſe.— 
And men on diſcovering what appears to them from the bi- 
ble to be the mind of God, as to doctrines, or duties; ſhould 


believe, and practice accordingly, or elſe they offend him; 
A4 for 
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for whatever is. not. of faith is ſin, and they alſo otherwiſe, 
muſt be hypocrites in religion. Nor has any one man a right 
to impoſe his creed, as a ſtandard for anather's religious ſen« 
timents or prattice. oof | 


Two things, among others, ſeem to have been deſigned by 
the inſpired writers in the bible, (viz.) keeping men From fin, 
and keeping penitent ſinners from deſpair. Pf, lxxxv. 8, 
John viii. 11. 1 john ii. 1, and theſe two things, the Miniſters 
of the word, ſhould alſo aim at. The conformity of our powe:s, 
in their operations, to the reve-led will of God, is both man's 
duty, and happineſ. And to hope in God's mercy, as it is ox- 
erciſed in Chriſt towards loſt ſinners, is both plealing to God, 
and is the beſt antidote againſt deſpair.- -=Sinning is againſt -. 
God's law, and deſpairing is againſt his goſpel. Chriſt is a 
Saviour both from fin, and from hell; for, ſuch virtues from 
his ſufferings flow, at once to cleanſe and pardon too.— The 
death of Chriſt is the greateſt proof both, that the evil of ſin 
is exceeding great, _ that the mercy of God is alſo exceed- 
ing great. Let us therefore often fit down in contemplation 
under the croſs of Chriſt, and there get out of love with fin, 
and loſe the fear of hell, - 


IP Long to Chriſt is conſidered in ſcripture as a moſt ne- 


ceſſary and important part of religion, and as ſuch, we earneſt- 
ly recommend it to your ſtudy and practice. And may you 
learn from the word and Spirit of Chriſt, what it means; 
and be enabled to attend to it, while running the race which 
is ſet before you, Meditation, as an act of devotion, is ſu 
poſed to be a deſigned and fixed employment of the thought 
on {ome religious ſubje&, in order to improve the mind, ay 
raiſe it to God. And when Chriſt is defienedly the ſubjeR of 
meditation, as he is deſcribed in the word, much of what is 
meant by, looking to Chriſt, is then done. And experience 
proves, that it is uſually while a perſon is conſcientiouſly en- 
ged in this exerciſe, that the mow Spirit takes of the things 
of Chriſt and ſhows them to the ſoul, to its refreſhing im- 
provement. There is no object ſo ſuitable, relieving, and ſa- 
tisfying, to a diſtreſſed ſinner, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when 
he is viewed by faith, as held ſorth in the divine word. The 
holy ſcriptures abundantly teſtify of Chriſt as an objeR of 
adoration, a ſource of ſalvation, and an example of imitation, 
And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt invites periſhing ſinnors, from all 
IN | ; | | the 
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the ends of the earth, to look to him the antitype of the bras N 


zen ſerpent, as the only way of having health and cure. And 
it is juſt matter of lamentation, that this exerciſe, ſo univery 
ſally and infinitely intereſting, is ſo ſeldom, and ſo ſuperſi- 
cially. attended to by uus. Ow" ENT 


This act of looking to Chriſt is beautifully repreſented by 
that excellent clergyman of the church of England, Mr. 
Hervey, in his meditations ; and with which, as what has 
been often made uſeful, we ſhall enrich our preſent Letter. 


« In every enjoyment, O thou watchful chriſtian, look 
unto Jeſus ; receive it as proceeding from his love, and pur- 
chaſed by his agonies,—lIn every tribulation look unto Jeſus; 
mark his gracious hand, managing the ſcourge, or mingling 
the bitter cup ; attempering it toa proper degree of aa 
adjuſting the time of its continuance ; and ready to make 
theſe ſeeming diſaſters productive of real good. In eve 
infirmity and failing, look unto Jeſus, thy merciful Hig 
Prieſt ; pleading his atoning blood, and making interceſhon 
for tranſgreſſors.— In eyery prayer look unto Jeſus, thy 
prevailing advocate; recommending thy devotions, and 
« bearing the iniquity of thy holy things.” —In every temp- 
tation look unto Jeſus, the author of thy ſtrength and _— 
tain of thy falvation; who alone is able to lift up the ha 
which hang down, to invigorate the enfechled knees, and 
make thee more than conqueror over all thy enemies — 
But eſpecially when the hour of thy departure approaches z 
when “ thy fleſh and thy heart fail ;” when all the fprin 
of life are irreparably breaking; then look unto Jeſus with 
a believing eye. Like expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding 
at the right hand of God, on purpoſe to fuccour his people, 
in this their laſt extremity, Yes my chriſtian friend, whe 
thy journey through lite is finiſhed and thou art arrived on 
the very verge of mortality; when thou art juſt launching 
out into the inviſible world, and all before thee is vaſt eter- 
vity, Then, O then, be ſure to look ſteadfaſtly unto Jeſus, 
6 2 by faith the Lord's Chriſt.” View Him as the only 
way to the everlaſting manſions; as the only door to the 


abodes of bliſs,” 


As Britiſh ſubjects, and members of the community, we 
think it our duty, and feel it to be our inclination, to ob. 
| ferve 


„ 
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ferve in ourſelves, and to recommend to others, unfeigned 
loyalty to the King, and a firm attachment to the Britiſh 


amen. 

Religion, which is ſuppoſed to be, © ſuch a ſenſe of God 
upon the mind, as excites a ſupreme care to pleaſe him.” 
always excites in the ſubjeQ of it a concorr itant care to dif. 
charge the duties due to fellow men, to render to Cæſar the 
the things that are Cæſar's, as well as render to God the 
things that are God's. Religious perſons, therefore, will be 
ſome of the beſt members of civil ſociety, | 


When nations are at war, and the hoſt goeth forth againſt 
the enemy, it ſhould then be. the ſpecial endeavour of thoſe 
who remain at home. to keep th-mſelves from every wick- 
ed thing. Deut. xxiii. 9,—AfliQive Providences call us to 
a reformation of manner. Natural evil ſhould keep us from 
moral evil. and the evil efeds of fin ſhould keep us fiom the 


evil ad᷑ of ſin. 


In theſe times, of extraordinary expence, it particularly 
becomes the profeſſors of religion to look well to their tem- 
ral «ffairs ; leſt they diſgrace their profeſſion, and reduce 
| 21 themſelves to a ſtate of poverty ; for poverty is a temptation 
If, if | | to diſhoneſty, Prov. xxx. 9.— Diligence and frugality, in 
| ; this matter, are of great importance. Without diligence, 
frugality can have but little about which to act; and with- 

out frugality, diligence will be in vain ; but operating to-, 

| gether, they will produce very beneficial effects. Of an un- 
1 toward animal, belonging to a very uſeful ſpecies, this com- 
ö laint has ſometimes been made, She gives a good pail of 
: milk but afterwards kicks it down.” Diligence, like ſuch 
a uſeful animal, fills the pail; but extravagance, like an 
untoward one, kicks it down, 


For a more extenſive repreſentation of the duties we owe 
to God, to ourſelves and to our fellow creatures; we refer 
you, firſt to the Bible, and then to our former letters, eſpe- 
cially that of the laſt year.— Some of the letters you have 
received on thoſe occaſions, were written by our dear de- 
arted Brethren, whoſe lips and hands are now mouldered . 
to duſt; but by your looking over again the letters they 
wrote, they ow any dead, yet ſpeak again to you, 


And che recollection that we ſhall no more ſee the faces of 
our 


(a) 


our departed friends upon earth, has ſometimes a tendency 
to increaſe our regard for their laſt letters, and dying advice. 
For our bleſſings brighten as they take their flight. 

Some of us have drawn up the annual letters to the 
Churches, more than thirty years ago; but our number is 
ſmall ; and the number of thoſe, whom we then addreſſed, 
is now very ſmall in the Churches, Death hath ſealed up 
the hands of moſt of the writers, and cloſed the eyes of mo 
of the firſt readers of theſe letters; as well as emptied the 
pulpits, and pews, in moſt of our places of worſhip. The 
writer and readers of this letter will probably ſoon cloſe 
their correſpondence in this world. May a better correſ- 
pondence be opened between them in a better world !-May 
our next meeting be either in heaven or ſomewhat nearer to 
it. So pray your affectionate Brethren, in the bonds of 


the goſpel. 
Signed by Order of the Aſſociation,” 


JOHN RYLAND. 
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B REVUVIAT ES. 


Many of the Miniſters having reached Saliſbury on Tueſ- 
day evening. May 29, a meeting was held at the Independ- 
ent Meeting-Houle, where Brother Flint prayed, and Bro- 
ther Taylor of Calne preached from Heb, xiii, 23. Grace 
be with you all.” Brother Sharp cloſed in prayer, 

Wedneſday III. Brother Ward, who is ſoon to be ordain- 
ed Paſtor of the Church at Mclkſham, began in prayer; after 
which the Preliminaries were read, which had been reviſed 
at the deſire of the Aſſociation, who approved of the light 
alterations that had been made in them, and ordered them to 
be printed, at the end of this year's Letter. Brother Ryland 
being choſen Moderator, the Letters from the Churches 
were read, and Minutes taken of their contents ; Brother 

Price of Yeovil cloſed the ſervice, 1 

VII. The Rev. Mr. Kingsbury, Paſtor of the Independent 

Church at Southampton. Ying preſent, (as were ſeveral 
others of our Pado-Baptiſt Brethren,) he began the ſervice 
in prayer. and Brother Porter, of Bath, preached from Iſa, 


* 


iv. 5. © The Lord will create upon every dwelling-place 


of Mount Zion, and upon all her Allemblies a cloud, and 
ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night: 
for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence.” Brother Scrad- 
linz, of Li mington, concluded. . 

Thurſday VI. Met for prayer; the following Brethren 
engaged, Brother Holmes, of Devizes ; Brother Rowchff, of 
Southampton; Brother Cox. of Horſington, and Brother Mur- 
fol, of Lymington. We then received the money for the Af 
ſociation fund, and diſtributed it ; partly for the ſupport of 
aged and infirm Miniſters, and chiefly to encourage village 

reaching. | 

XI Brother Cherry prayed, Brother Ryland preached from 
Mat. iv. On theſe two Commandments hang all the Law, 
and the Prophets.” Brother Kingdon then read the Letter, 
and cloſed the ſervice in prayer. 

III. Brother Horfey, of Portſmouth, prayed, Brother Fran- 


cite, preached, from Prov. iv. 7. Wiſdom is the principal 
thing.” After he had prayed. and diſmiſſed the Congrega- 
tion, the Members of the Aſſociation ſtopped for bulineſs, 
Vuted the printing of the Letter, which the Moderator was 
ann Res | defired 


(.13 ) 


deſired to fign on the behalf of the Aſſociation: and ordered 
the Preliminaries, as now corretted, to be added at the end 
of the Letter. 

Reſolved to hold the next Aſſotiation at the Meeting in 


. the Pihay. Briftol, on the Wedneſday and Thurlday in 
d- Whitſunweek.: Brother Kingdon and Brother Burt to preach, 
* in caſe of failure Brother 9 2 and Brother Redding, Bro- 


il ther Steadman to draw up next year's Letter, | 
| Reſolved to recommend the cafe of our poor Brethren at 
| Kn flanley, whoſe very old Meeting-Houſe had become quite 


x4 bers. goes woyy who are unable to defray the expence of their 
4 new Building without the kind aſſiſtance of their friends. 
* Determined alſo to recommend earneſt prayer on account 
4 of the State of the Nation, that we may ept from the 
4 -devouring {word ourſelves, and that all contending nations 
A may be diſpoſed to an equitable: peace. As the firſt Monday 
* in every month is peculiarly rr to prayer ſor the 
| Church, and the propagation of the Golpel, at home, and 
t abroad ; we adviſe our Brethren,” wherever it mav not be 
1 found inconvenient through local obſtacles, to obſerve the 
, third Monday in each month as a time for united prayer, for 
the preſerv of our civil and religious privileges, and a 
. | . - | 
a ble r. our King and Country. | ? 
| The duſmeſs of the Aſſociation being ended, the Mode- 
rator oloſed in prayer. 0 N TE 
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VII. Ev. Brother Steadman, who is on the point of re- 
moving to Plymonth-Dock, to be Co- Paſtor with Brother Art, 
he and Brother Sharp, of Briſol, preached from Malachi 

. 10—12, * Prove me now ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, &c.“ 


Brother Ry/and prayed at the cloſe : LED 17 
„ 79 ” ; 4, — . "3+ C4 1 * 
j - 8 2 1 a 
' — — . — 


"State of the Churches fince laſt Aſſociation. cath - 1 


. ANTIO 
(By Baptiſm 197 
Received J By lee 21 

„ „ „ b ©: Bohn 
| = Added © < — 280 
* bs oth By Death - * — — — * 56 | . 
1: Removed Diſmiſſion N ©2..0.20: a. 8 7 
e 2145 24. cee «;- - A Hat Bb [te 
WR i 
— — 

* Clear Increaſe 181 


4 . 


: 


— 


Ou of the PRELIMINARIES, annual read, of 


": Meeting of the, Weſtern Aſſociation of Bar TIST 


CHURCHES. ie pn, dE f 


28 97 1 r 1 22 

AP RAT the Members of this Aſſocistion, agreeing with 
; 4, all true Proteſtants, in acknowledging the word. of 
God, contained in the. ſcriptures of the old and new tbſta- 
ment, as the only rule of faith and practice; and renounc- 
ing all human authority, in our religious concerns; do, no- 
verthelels, voluntarily unite together, as perſans ho under - 
ſtand the ſacred oracles in nearly the ſame ſenſe, and who 


agree in opinion wich one 2 r the 
Sal- 


ordinance. of Baptiſm, but alſo reſpecting the doctrines 
vation by grace through a Redeemer, and other truths 
ſuppoſed therein, or gs ——— believe 
to be judiciouſiy and Gripwaally | 


nation, who met, in the city of London, in the year-1689j; 


_ and e expect that every aſſociating church do in theiti let- , 


ter, every year, expreſs their approbation of the ſame, . 


at. 130 015; 2»7M0 + © APPL E Ke 
2, That we diſclaim. all manner of ſuperiority or. ſuperia» 


no authority or power, to preſcribe or impoſo any, thing 

the faith or practice of an at the churches of Chtiſt. 

whole intention is to be helpers together of one another, by 

way of counſel and advice, i | mg of that 
rfe& rule which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only and beſt 

— of our ſouls, hath already preſcribed and giden in his 


word. : . . — 
M4 » 1&5 *- 37 fo 


We propoſe therefore, at our annual aſſemhlies w ma- 
nifelt our —— love, by uniting in ſolemn worſhip, and 
fervent praper-for each other in particular, as well as for the 
church of Chriſt at large; and to communicate to each other 

the knowledge df òur ſpititual ſtate, that we may ſympathize 
with one another,” and if occaſion ay lend other 

aſſiſtanice in any difficulty, thit may in the reſpeftive 

churches thus aſſociated. 

3&3 » » ©4353. ag 4+ It 


tendency. over the churches, and acknowledge that we os 
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in the confeſſion bf 
faith, put forth by the Elders-and Brethren of our denomi- 
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* 


72. 
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4. It is ex that every chuteh. ſhould. ſend a letter to 
the Aſſociation at their yearly Meetin and if convenie 
Meſſenger or Meſlengers, who ſhall be named in the | ei, 
as depùted from the \cburch to Which. they belong; nor 


rf, rmitzed to vote in aur aemblies who. is — 
th bee be per nor even to ſpeak or give his opinion on 


any queſtion, unleſs by general conſent. " 


. That to proventiall interruption and diſcord in debay 
2 perfor ſhalb ſtand up when — ſpeaks, dire 
e fy the M Era, who Hall have been 8 cholen 
de Allembly, r perſon ſha ne 
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6. That no ropol ed by any church, 1 be 
conſidered i en Unleſs 1 Gale tbe caſe 


in chat church 
F, That if any AY Mice Mould ariſe betwieen: — 
church and moe at or wy articular er and angthe 
no ſuch N. 5 ferice ſhall be dmitted'to be debated among us, 

c rule Chriſt has Aden 1 in that matter ſhall have Been 
firſt obſerved, and both parties ſhall unite in 2 25 "K he * 


nion 2 Adembi) on the ſubject. 


22 bat no letter ſhall be received from | 
without the unanimous conſent of the 


; Th Whatſoeyer is determined by us in any caſe. ſhall 
binding on any one church, unleſs the onſdnt of that 
ok was firſt given to leave the affair our determination. 
10. That al things we offer by way of counſel and advies, 
ſhall be p oe of the ward. of God, and. have the ſcrip- 
tures annex 
11. That the Brevlates of the Aſſociation ſhall be annexed 
w the circular Letter, and ſent to all the churches, - — | 
16. Whereas it has been the conſtant practice of the Ba 
Churches, to receive members from atherchurches of the ame 


ofeſſion, by letters of recommendat on, or what is equiva- 
8 thereio. ; we judge the obſervance of this rule to be beau · 
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